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How do we educate?

Why do we educate?

What needs to change?

How do we engage everyone?

Come along for the journey...

Headteachers

Lead Educators

Youth Professionals

Teachers

Teaching Assistants

Leaders

Rabbis

Synagogue Trustees

IN A TIME 
WHERE 

EVERYTHING 
IS CHANGING, 

WE MUST 
MAKE SPACE 

FOR CHANGES 
IN OUR 

COMMUNITIES 
TO FIT WITH 

THE NEEDS OF 
OUR YOUNG 

PEOPLE.



SCHEDULE
9:30 - 9:45 Arrive and chat

9:45 - 10:00 Hello and Intro

10:00 - 10:30 KEYNOTE ADDRESS: Rabbi Charley Baginsky and Rabbi Josh Levy on the importance of 
Progressive Jewish Education

Teaching 
Assistant 101

Kef Deeper issues Hebrew & Torah

Room A Room B Room C Room D

10:30 - 12:00

Classroom 
Management 

101

Creatively 
Bringing Stories 
and Midrash to 

Life

 Israel Education 
when Times are 

Tough

The Beauty and 
Magic of Hebrew

Hannah Martin Rabbi Debbie  
Young-Somers

Robin Moss Dr Jo-Ann Myers

12:00 - 12:45 LUNCH

12:45 - 14:15

Using Multiple 
Intelligences 

Theory to 
Create a More 

Inclusive 
Classroom

Interactive and 
fun activities 
approach to 

learning Hebrew

Jewish Diversity: 
The Power of ‘We’

Reading and 
Teaching Difficult 

Parts of Torah

Cantor Tamara 
Wolfson

Dalia Wittenberg Tania Townsend René Pftertzel

14:15 - 14:30 BREAK

14:30 - 16:00

Art and Games Singing for the 
Young Soul: 

Jewish Music, 
Fun, and Wisdom 

for Kids

Creating an 
Inclusive 

Environment 
to Best Engage 

Neurodivergent 
Young People

And it felt like our 
legs were praying: 

Invigorating 
Justice Work in 

Synagogues

Your movement 
workers and 
shinshinim

Cantor Zöe Jacobs Danielle Petar and 
Bradley Conway  
(Gesher School)

Rabbi Rebecca Birk

16:00 - 16:15 GOODBYE!

SESSION 1

SESSION 2

SESSION 3



SESSION 1 	 10:30 - 12:00

Hannah Martin

In this session we will look at a variety of skills 
and techniques that you can use to create a 
positive learning environment so that both you 
and your students get the best experience in 
your cheder class. 

Some of the topics we will discuss include 
opportunities for learning and growth, how to 
reduce challenging behaviour and disruptions, 
how to prioritise learning, how to promote 
student focus and motivation, and how to foster 
an inclusive environment for all ability levels.

Robin Moss

Over the last year Israel education has found 
itself in the spotlight like never before. There 
is fear of teaching the wrong thing, of young 
people taking away the wrong messages and 
stepping into a political minefield.  

What might responsible, effective Israel 
education look like in a cheder setting right 
now, when times are tough? We’ll explore 
purpose, aim, pedagogy and methodology.

Dr Jo-Ann Myers

In this session we will explore a very familiar 
and iconic Israeli song - Od Lo Ahavti Dai. 
We will find out who wrote it, when it was 
written, and who sung it and made it famous. 
In order to gain a much deeper and meaningful 
connection with the song and Hebrew in  

 
general, we will explore both the Modern and 
Biblical/Liturgical Hebrew roots contained 
within it (with translation!). Most of all, we will 
experience the beauty and magic of Hebrew! 
Join me for a little slice of Israeli culture, music, 
Hebrew and singing!

Rabbi Debbie Young-Somers

Join Rabbi Debbie Young-Somers exploring 
new viewpoints and fresh approaches through 
storytelling and  
 

crafts that can be used with children and adults, 
can help BM students delve into their portions, 
and can bring new learning for all.

Room A

Room B

Room C

Room D

Creatively bringing stories and Midrash to life

Classroom Management 101

The beauty and magic of Hebrew

Israel Education when Times are Tough



SESSION 2 	 12:45 - 14:15

Cantor Tamara Wolfson

The Multiple Intelligences Theory, pioneered 
by Harvard psychologist Howard Gardner, 
recognizes eight different areas of intelligence 
that, when utilized creatively in lesson planning, 

can maximize learning and engagement for 
students of all ages and abilities. This session 
will explore what those eight intelligences are, 
and how the theory of Multiple Intelligences can 
help you create a more accessible, inclusive, and 
engaging environment for your students.

Tania Townsend

In this engaging and enlightening session, we’ll 
explore the rich tapestry of Jewish identity and 
diversity. This aims to foster understanding, 
empathy, and appreciation for the diverse 

experiences within the Jewish community. This 
session will equip you with valuable insights to 
share with learners, both young and old(er!)

Rabbi René Pfertzel 

Anyone involved in teaching Torah in a Cheder 
faces sooner rather than later a big challenge: 
why do these texts mean? Why are some of 
these texts so alien to us? What to do, or what 
to say about texts that seem in opposition 
to our current worldview? One strategy is to 
avoid them entirely, and to choose only texts 
that are congruent with our mode of thinking. 
That’s the easy way, however, it impoverishes 

our understanding of Torah and our capacity 
to tackle with difficult texts. Another way is 
to read them in context, to understand where 
they come from, to measure the distance 
that separates us from them. Judaism is a 
progressive revelation. Countless generations 
of Jews before us have tackled these difficult 
texts and found meaning regardless. In this 
session, we will explore some of these passages 
and think about ways we can make Torah alive 
and meaningful for our children.

Dalia Wittenberg

When students are actively involved in the 
learning process, they are more likely to 
remember what they have learned. One of the 
benefits of learning a second language through 
fun and interactive approach is that it improves 
memory skills.

In this session we will:

•	 Discuss other benefits

•	 Explore a range of fun and interactive 
activities.

•	 Be introduced to an effective second 
language’s Lesson Structure model.

Room A

Room B

Room C

Room D

Interactive and fun activities approach to learning Hebrew

Jewish diversity: The Power of ‘We’

Using Multiple Intelligences Theory to Create a More Inclusive Classroom

Reading and Teaching Difficult Texts of Torah



SESSION 3 	 14:30 - 16:00

In this fun and hands-on session we will 
explore how to use craft activities, art, and 
education games to enrich your cheder classes.

Rabbi Rebecca Birk

How and why we should do and teach social 
action in the older years of cheder.

Cantor Zöe Jacobs

Bring your classroom alive with the rhythm 
of Jewish music! Discover how Jewish music 
can be a fun and powerful way to teach kids 

new words, exciting ideas, and timeless ethical 
values. Don’t miss this chance to create a joyful, 
music-filled atmosphere where kids learn, 
grow, and sing their way to wisdom!

Danielle Petar and Bradley Conway

In this session, let’s understand the different 
reasons for young people’s behaviour and how 
it is affecting their engagement; learn strategies 

to help them regulate their behaviour and 
access what is on offer; and discuss practical 
tips to make the class work accessible to 
enhance their engagement and learning.

Room A

Room B

Room C

Room D

Singing for the Young Soul: Jewish Music, Fun, and Wisdom for Kids

Art and Games 

Your movement workers and shinshinim

Creating an Inclusive Environment to Best Engage Neurodivergent Young People

And it felt like our legs were praying: Invigorating Justice Work in Synagogues



Hannah Martin attended 
her first RSY summer camp 
aged 12, and spent the next 
15 or so years attending 
or leading on RSY events. 
She is the headteacher of 

Etz Chaim Jewish Primary School in Mill Hill. 
Having qualified with a Bachelor of Education 
in Primary Education, Hannah has over two 
decades’ experience in teaching in both Jewish 

and non-Jewish schools. Prior to joining Etz 
Chaim, Hannah was the deputy head at Clore 
Shalom and part of the new senior leadership 
team brought in to transform it from ‘Requires 
Improvement’ to  ‘Good’. Hannah is also a highly-
respected SEND expert, having held senior 
SENCo positions in two schools for almost ten 
years, as well as providing SEND consultancy 
services to two other primary schools. 

PRESENTERS 

Rabbi Debbie Young-
Somers is part of the clergy 
team at EHRS.  
 
 

She was formerly Community Educator for 
Reform Judaism and is passionate about using 
craft and creativity in Jewish education.

As the first ordained cantor 
in Reform Judaism, Zöe 
has spent 15 years working 
with and learning from 
her community - Finchley 
Reform Synagogue - as 

well as the wider Reform Movement. Having 
been inspired by outstanding songleaders, 
cantors, and rabbis both at the URJ Kutz Camp, 
and throughout her education at HUC-JIR 

in Jerusalem and New York, Zöe believes in 
the power of music to inspire Jewish life, and 
created the Reform Jewish music and prayer 
conference, ‘Shirei Chagigah’, with the aim of 
developing and inspiring Jewish musicians and 
future clergy. Zöe is passionate about the voice 
of the community in prayer, and, along with 
her extraordinary rabbinic partners, loves to 
welcome guests to their vibrant community.

Rabbi Debbie Young-Somers

Hannah Martin

Cantor Zöe Jacobs

Tania Townsend is a proud 
Black Jewish mum living 
in London. She is also a 
lifelong Gooner/Arsenal 
football supporter.

Her life is a delightful 
blend of family, faith, and footy.  From lighting 
Shabbat candles to celebrating Passover, she 
finds immense joy in connecting with her Jewish 

roots and cherishes the sense of belonging within 
the Jewish community. To her, being Black and 
Jewish means navigating two beautiful worlds; 
a dance of identity—one that fills her heart with 
pride and resilience. Her work in the public sector 
is rooted in striving to promote inclusivity and 
understanding with a belief in building bridges 
across cultures. After all, diversity isn’t just a 
buzzword; it’s the heartbeat of progress.

Tania Townsend



Dalia is PaJeS’ (Partnership 
For Jewish Schools) 
Primary Schools Ivrit 
Advisor and the lead writer 
and content developer of 

the Ivritbeclick digital resource, which is now used 
by more than 25 primary schools in the UK and 
in some secondary schools, for year 7. Her role 
amongst others is to give support and guidance to 
Ivrit (Hebrew) teachers and Heads of department 
in line with each primary school’s specific needs 
and to arrange CPDs for the teachers.

Dalia is the presenter of primary Ivrit teachers’ 
initial training and actively involved in planning 
for Continued Professional Development 
opportunities for Ivrit teachers and Heads of 
department. Dalia has undergone training to 
ensure that her coaching approach, which 
is based on the most recent research, is 

academically robust, coherent and consistent.

Dalia was the Hebrew Coordinator and Ivrit 
Teacher of a Primary school in Redbridge for 
19 years. Dalia also had the role of Hebrew Co- 
coordinator and the Hebrew teachers to two 
Sunday Hebrew schools.

She has an MA in Religious Education from the 
University of London, Institute of Education and 
is a graduate of the Advance Diploma in Jewish 
Studies from Leo Baeck’s College DJE. Dalia is 
the author of Leo Baeck College “Eizeh Keif” 
Ivrit reading programme and the activity book 
of Hasefer Sheli programme. Dalia has over 25 
years’ experience in teaching Ivrit.

She has a great passion for teaching Ivrit and 
strives to instil a positive attitude and a love 
for the Hebrew language amongst the Jewish 
children in the UK.

Cantor Tamara Wolfson is 
Cantor and Music Director 
of Edgware and Hendon 
Reform Synagogue. She 
holds a Master of Sacred 
Music and was ordained 

from the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute 
of Religion (HUC-JIR) Debbie Friedman School 
of Sacred Music in New York in the spring of 
2018. She also earned her Bachelor of Arts in 
Jewish Studies cum laude from American Jewish 
University in 2012.

While in seminary, she was selected to participate 

in the prestigious Tisch/Star Fellowship, and she 
was the recipient of various awards, including 
the Cantor Debra Stein Award in Traditional 
Hazzanut, Edith Roberts Memorial Prize, and 
Temple Beth Elohim of Wellesley Hills Prize.

Cantor Tamara is passionate about blending 
traditional hazzanut and contemporary melody 
within prayer, and she is grateful to have explored 
this topic in her studies at HUC-JIR, as the 
Cantorial Intern at Park Avenue Synagogue in New 
York, NY, and in her prior Cantorial appointments 
at The Ark Synagogue, Kehillah North London 
Synagogue, and Alyth Reform Synagogue.

PRESENTERS 

Dr Jo-Ann Myers is 
Director of Jewish 
Education at Leo Baeck 
College. She is a Hebrew 
specialist with many years’ 
experience in the teaching 

and learning of Hebrew. She has also developed 
the Eizeh Kef Hebrew reading programme which 

is being taught in a number of communities. Her 
doctoral research focused on the integration of 
Biblical and Modern Hebrew in the teaching and 
learning context. Jo-Ann also manages Lehrhaus, 
the adult learning programme at the College, and 
the summer study component in Israel for the 
rabbinic students.

Cantor Tamara Wolfson

Dalia Wittenberg

Dr Jo-Ann Myers



Rabbi Rebecca Birk has 
been Rabbi to Finchley 
Progressive Synagogue 
since 2011. She was Co-
Chair of the Conference 
of Liberal Rabbis and 

Cantors 2020-2023. She has been visiting Rabbi 
to Progressive Jews Stockholm 2001-2019. She is 
particularly proud of the Social Justice work she 
has led on at FPS; especially the campaigns for 
refugee resettlement in the Borough of Barnet.

Danielle is the Assistant 
Headteacher for Inclusion 
and SENDCo at Gesher 
school and is passionate 
about promoting 
advocacy for young 

people and developing opportunities for students 
to acquire the skills and tools to successfully 
access learning in the classroom and also beyond 
to navigate the world around them, and become 
confident advocates for themselves.

Bradley Conway is the 
Head of Kodesh at Gesher 
school and is passionate 
about ensuring all 
students and their families 
are able to access and 

engage with their Judaism in a personal and 
holistic way whilst also feeling accepted and 
included in their schools and communities.

PRESENTERS 

Rabbi René Pfertzel was 
born in Alsace, France, 
and grew up surrounded 
by different cultures 
– his grandparents 
spoke German, Alsatian 
and Yiddish. For the 

first part of his career he devoted himself to 
teaching and education.  He taught in the 
French Baccalaureate system as well as teaching 
undergraduates, and studied for MAs in 
Egyptology, Papyrology and Biblical Sciences. 
Subsequently he was awarded a PhD specialising 

in textual criticism of the Hebrew Bible.

An active member of the Reform Jewish 
community in Strasbourg, Rabbi René decided 
upon a career change in his early forties and 
commenced his Rabbinic studies at the Leo 
Baeck College.  After his ordination in 2014 
he divided his time between France and the 
UK holding positions in Lyon and the Liberal 
Jewish Synagogue in St John’s Wood.  He joined 
Kingston Liberal Synagogue in April 2017, then 
in 2024 was appointed as Rabbi of Maidenhead 
Reform Synagogue.

Robin Moss has been 
working in Jewish and 
Israel education for 
almost 20 years. He was a 
movement worker for LJY-
Netzer before ten years 

at UJIA. He is now the Chief Executive of Unitas 
Youth Zone, a state-of-the-art youth centre in 
Burnt Oak attended by thousands of young people 
annually. He also does freelance Israel educational 
work for a range of Jewish organisations.

Rabbi René Pfertzel 

Robin Moss

Danielle Petar

Bradley Conway

Rabbi Rebecca Birk



MRJ & LJ EDUCATION CONFERENCE 2025

JANUARY 5TH 2025
EDGWARE AND HENDON REFORM SYNAGOGUE 

9:30AM TO 4PM

REGISTRATION DEADLINE 
31ST DECEMBER 2024

TICKETS ONLY £5 
FOR DELEGATES FROM LJ AND MRJ SYNAGOGUES

REGISTER ONLINE 
HTTPS://FORM.JOTFORM.COM/242701696821358

OR SCAN THE QR CODE

PROGRAMME, SCHEDULE AND HANDOUTS
SCAN HERE TO GET THE PROGRAMME, AND ANY  

HANDOUTS FROM YOUR SESSIONS ON YOUR PHONE!



OP EN H OUSE

Your monthly informal catch-up with 
Progressive Judaism Co-Leaders 

Rabbi Charley Baginsky and Rabbi Josh Levy. 
All are invited!

To take part email
hello@progressivejudaism.org.uk


