One of the things | loved about doing theatre
was the chance to ‘try out’ other personalities. |
used to say it was the time that you can try out

doing things that you would never do or never
thought to do, because at the end of the day
you could just blame it on the character or even
the director.

In some ways, Purim can give that same
opportunity. The Purim story is one of things
not always being what they seem and things

always being able to change. It is the holiday of

the hidden and revealed. We see that with the

characters - Esther hiding her identity and then
revealing her true self. Haman seemingly a

‘good’ advisor to Achasverosh, but doing
whatever in his power to get what he really
wants. We can see that in the story line too -

Haman thinking he is telling Achashverosh how
he should be honoured, while in the end it is
Mordechai who gets walked down the street in
the King's clothing. Or the whole story itself,
when there was a plan to kill the Jews on the
13th of Adar, in the end it turned to a day of
celebration.
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So in a time of hiddenness, topsy-
turvyness, and even surprise. We
dress up. We too hide, are not
what we seem, surprise others.
How do we choose our costume?
Are we dressing up to be someone
that is very much not who we are?
Or dressing up to be someone we
aspire to be?

Perhaps we don’t think all that
much about our costumes - we
want to be cute or have fun, wear
something comfortable to shul, or
happen to have something in the
back of our closet.
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But maybe there is or can be
something deeper to our costume
choices.

e Did I choose this character

because there is something |
hope to bring into my ‘real life’
self?

~ ¢ Am | dressing up in this costume

because it's an attribute of mine
| really like, but | don’t think
that other people see regularly
and | want them to notice it?

Do | want to be the opposite of
how | see myself, just to try it
out for a day and see what the
world is like?

e Am | trying out something new,

something that | might want to
change as we are about to head
into springtime?
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