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What does this mean for our own community? Will we need to merge with our nearest
Reform / Liberal community? Will our services change?

Our 80+ communities up and down the country will retain their individual identities, names,
services and practices.

There will be no changes to prayer books, culture or minhag — and we certainly aren’t asking
anyone to remove Liberal or Reform from their synagogue names.

This is about having a new national movement to increase our voice and our reach, but our
constituent members will retain their incredible and diverse identities.

Just as the World (and European) Union for Progressive Judaism has members that are
Liberal and Reform communities, so will British Progressive Judaism.

How about youth movements? Will LJY and RSY still exist as their own entity?

We are so proud of everything achieved by RSY-Netzer and LJY-Netzer. We have two
wonderful youth movements who do different things and cater to different audiences.

The change going forward is that they will now benefit from better resources and stronger
support to improve the life-changing experiences our children and young people enjoy.

We are also excited to invite young Progressive Jews to help us vision what the next steps
look like.

Why aren’t you calling this a merger?

We are keen to stress this isn’t a merger or a takeover but the formation of a brand new
movement, Progressive Judaism, to represent the 30% of British Jews who define
themselves in that way.

Our Reform and Liberal clergy and communities will now work together to build a joint vision
for a new entity for Progressive Jewry

Will converts, same-sex couples, mixed faith families, children of Jewish fathers (but
not mothers) and others who found their homes in Liberal or Reform Judaism be
accepted by the other?

Of course!

This is currently the case anyway and always will be going forward.

On issues of conversion, Jewish status, LGBTQI+ inclusion and the welcome of mixed faith
families, Liberal and Reform Judaism already have shared values and almost identical
policies.

Put simply, if you are a Liberal or Reform Jew then you are Progressive Jew. If you are a

member of a Liberal or Reform community, then you are a member of a Progressive
community.
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What are the differences between Liberal and Reform Judaism?

That is very hard to articulate, which is one of the reasons why we are creating Progressive
Judaism.

The differences are mainly historical. We will always honour that history and it will always be
part of who we are, but now is the time to build the future.

Why did | have to find out at the same time as everyone else?

We appreciate that this may have come as a surprise to some of you and hope you
understand that we have shared the news as soon as possible.

In order to try and reach as many people as possible, we informed our rabbis, staff, councils
and the media at the same time and as soon as we were able.

We didn’t want the news to leak out or rumours to start, and this was the best way to ensure
it.

How long will this take? Can | be involved?
We anticipate it will take around 18-24 months to get everything in order.

This means that there's plenty of time for discussion and agreement and we would love for
as many people to get involved as possible.

We will be holding numerous briefings, calls and forums to discuss the formation of
Progressive Judaism and details will be sent round in due course.

Will my fees change?

We don’t envisage the creation of Progressive Judaism will have an impact on individual
membership fees.

Why are you doing this?

Together our hopes and plans for Progressive Judaism are so similar. We share the same
core values and outlook

As a unified group, we will be stronger and our voice will be clearer and louder. We will be
able to make an even bigger contribution to the wider Jewish community both in the UK and
beyond our shores.

By working together, we can better support our communities and enable our rabbis and
cantors to work more sustainably and powerfully.

We want our children and grandchildren to have a positive Progressive Jewish outlook. This
move at this time will help deliver for generations to come.



