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PRESS RELEASE 

STRICTLY EMBARGOED UNTIL 9AM THURSDAY 28 NOVEMBER 2019 
  
West London Synagogue announces a new Senior Rabbinic structure for 2020. 
  
West London Synagogue today announced that Rabbi Helen Freeman and Rabbi David Mitchell will be 
appointed Co-Senior Rabbis on 31 March 2020, when Rabbi Julia Neuberger retires as Senior Rabbi. 
  
West London Synagogue's Board of Trustees has decided after an international search, that Rabbis Helen 
and David from the current in-house Rabbinical team, are the strongest and most suitable candidates. 
The Board is greatly encouraged by the facts that they have complementary skills and experience, and 
that they have worked together effectively over the past 8 years. With them together at the helm, West 
London Synagogue will sustain and build on its wide and successful range of services and programmes, 
while plans for the future are further developed and implemented. 
  
This innovative partnership model will also provide continuity at a time of change. It reflects the confidence 
that the Trustees have in the very strong Rabbinic team at West London Synagogue.  
  
Rabbi Helen Freeman has been a member of the West London Synagogue rabbinate for 20 years and 
Rabbi David Mitchell for eight years. 
 
Together with Rabbi Neil Janes, the new Rabbinic team will be completed with the appointment later in 
2020 of a new Assistant Rabbi, as Rabbi Sybil Sheridan retires from the post of Rabbi with West London 
Synagogue at the end of February. 
  
As previously announced, Rabbi Julia Neuberger, who has been an outstanding Senior Rabbi for the 
community, has agreed - upon her retirement at the end of March - to become the first honorary Rabbi 
Emerita in West London Synagogue's 180 year history, enabling the community to continue benefitting 
from her valuable insights and extensive experience.  
  
Commenting on the announcement, West London Synagogue’s Chair, Patrick Mocatta says: 
  
“A wide and comprehensive recruitment process by the Appointments Committee has been undertaken, 
to find the very best field of candidates to meet the needs and aspirations of our community family as we 
move into the future. The Senior Rabbi position attracted interest from across the globe. Ultimately, the 
Committee was unanimous in choosing the candidates from our own team at West London Synagogue. 
They are an exceptional pair, with a synergy between them and an overlap of skills, experience and 
interests. On behalf of the Board I congratulate them on their appointments. We look forward to working 
with them alongside Rabbi Neil Janes in his own pivotal role at the Synagogue.” 
  
Rabbis Helen and David jointly comment: 
  
“We are delighted beyond measure to have been appointed as Co-Senior Rabbis. We have a shared pride 
in West London Synagogue's distinguished 180-year history of building progressive Jewish life in Central 
London. Together, we will continue to build a caring, thoughtful, inclusive and inspirational congregation 
into its next era.” 
  
For further information, images, or interviews, in the first instance please contact Jim Fletcher, Trustee, 
by email at jimrfletcher@hotmail.com  or call 07768 455667 


