Reform Judaism
Election Manifesto
2019
‘Where there are no people of visionary
courage, do everything you can to fulfil that
role yourself’ (Rabbi Hillel, Ethics of the Fathers 2 v.5-6)

WE BELIEVE VOTING IS A RELIGIOUS DUTY

Voting is a mitzvah, empowering us to shape the future. In
our Manifesto, we have identified eight policy areas that we
believe are vital for any future government to address. In
each policy area we explain the associated Jewish values,
identify the problems we seek to address and provide
possible solutions.

DEMOCRACY AND POLARISATION

“We must not appoint a leader over the Community without
first consulting them” — Talmud Berakhot 55a.
The problem:
● The number of hate crimes occurring in the UK is
rising as is the level of abuse directed towards those
in positions of power1
● Levels of trust in the crucial institutions of our
democracy are demonstrably low2
● Society is becoming more polarised. Public discourse
is increasingly inflammatory
We encourage voting for policies that will:
● Safeguard the independent and accountable nature of
democratic and civil institutions
● Address the underlying causes of isolation and
disenfranchisement felt within some communities
● Introduce measures to protect people in public life
from abuse
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CLIMATE CRISIS

In Genesis, God granted humans ‘stewardship’ over the Earth
and responsibility for its long term good.
The problem:
● The 2018 IPCC Report suggests that significant action
must be taken before 2030 in order to limit the worst
damage of climate change, by preventing a
temperature rise of more than 1.5ºC3
● The climate crisis disproportionately impacts lower
income groups4
We encourage voting for policies that will:
● Work towards the UK achieving net zero carbon
emissions
● Substantially increase investment into the production
of and research into green energy
● Create new jobs in green energy and offer retraining
for all workers in carbonised industries

MENTAL HEALTH

We are obligated by ‘Pikuach Nefesh’ - saving a life. Mental
illness/distress can be a matter of life and death.
The problem:
● Rates of mental distress are worsening and mental
health services lack the resources to deal with this.
Suicide is the leading cause of death among males
aged 18-505
● 28% of NHS activity is used to treat mental illness
but NHS mental health departments only receive
13% of allocated funding6
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We encourage voting for policies that will:
● Achieve parity for mental and physical health in the
NHS.

LGBT+ ISSUES

All humans are created ‘B’tzelem Elohim’ - in the image of
God. We all deserve equality, regardless of sexuality and
gender identity.
The problem:
 16% of lesbian, gay and bisexual people were victim
to a hate crime in 2017
 41% of trans people were victim to a hate crime in
20177
● LGBT+ people are more likely to be affected by issues
such as homelessness, poor mental health and
addiction. The services providing help on these issues
have had their funding cut8
● Backlash in some areas against Government plans to
make education more LGBT+ inclusive
We encourage voting for policies that will:
● Ensure compulsory LGBT+ inclusive Relationships and
Sex Education (RSE) in all schools, including faith and
private
● Adequately fund services addressing problems
disproportionately affecting LGBT+ people, including
LGBT+ homelessness; providing comprehensive
mental health support and making PrEP widely
available on the NHS
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HOMELESSNESS

Halakhah (Jewish Law) emphasises that all people should
have stable housing.

The problem:
● Shelter estimates that at least 320,000 people in the
UK are homeless9
● The rate of rough sleeping in England has increased
significantly since 201010
We encourage voting for policies that will:
● Provide short term measures to reduce the immediate
numbers of those left homeless
● Prevent landlords from discriminating against those
on benefits
● Promote the large-scale construction of social housing
and affordable housing in the private sector to allow
everyone, regardless of wealth, access to secure
accommodation

RACISM AND INTOLERANCE

● Jewish history warns us of the danger of racism. We
know that while racism may start with one minority, it
ends with an attack on all minorities
● It is vital to oppose racism when directed at us and to
ally with other communities facing similar threats

The problem:
● While the increase in prevalence of hate crimes is
partially due to better recording techniques, certain
political events in recent years have led to clear
upturns in the number of incidents11
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● While Britain is still one of the least anti-Semitic
countries in the world12, the number of recorded antiSemitic incidents is at record highs13
We encourage voting for policies that will:
● Tackle incitements to hatred in our political and local
community cultures
● Encourage groups and individuals to discuss
differences constructively

REFUGEES
● “Love the stranger, for you were once strangers in the
Land of Egypt” — Deuteronomy 10:19
● Many of our families owe their lives to the British
Government’s acceptance of Jewish refugees, such as
through the Kindertransport
The problem:
● We face one of the largest refugee and humanitarian
crises since World War II14 and Britain’s response does
not equate to a ‘fair share’ of the work15
We encourage voting for policies that will:
● Extend Britain’s commitment to resettling child
refugees and reuniting refugee families
● Commit to a more ambitious target for the number of
refugees the UK is willing to take
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ISRAEL-PALESTINE

● We are proud progressive Zionists who believe
staunchly in the need for a secure and democratic
Jewish State alongside a Palestinian State
● We believe the Israeli Government should be guided
by values of the Declaration of Independence ○ “…based on freedom, justice and peace...; it
will ensure complete equality of social and
political rights to all its inhabitants irrespective
of religion, race or sex16”

The problem:
● The peace process has stalled
 The leadership of both sides act in ways that are
deliberately detrimental to the implementation of a
long term peaceful outcome
We encourage voting for policies that will:
● Promote a peaceful two-State resolution to the
conflict on the basis of self-determination for both
Palestinians and Israelis
● Call on the leadership of both sides to prioritise a
peaceful solution to the conflict
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