
 

 

THURSDAY 

3.30-4.30pm Coffee & registration  

4.45-6pm Welcome to Shirei Chagigah 5779 We will begin our time together 
in song, while getting to know the faculty of the conference a little 
better. Learn melodies that will make an appearance throughout the rest 
of the conference, as we ‘level the praying field’! 

Youth Hall 

6.15-7.15pm Dinner Leo Baeck Hall 

7.30-8.30pm Workshop 1 

Choral Music for Shabbat Gorgeous music, beautiful arrangements 
and wonderful harmonies… Enjoy the thrill of singing in a larger 
ensemble and work on some repertoire that we will sing at services. At 
the same time, we’ll discover some practical ways to encourage our 
volunteer choirs to sound professional. Some choral experience and/or 
music reading skill recommended.  Stephen Glass 

Synagogue 

Calibrating the Change: Who Moved My Melody, and WHY?!? 
Part 1 The successful evolution of prayer in a community is much like 
the work of an architect; it requires long-range vision, imagination and 
partnership… but also careful listening, deft pacing and creative 
communication between stakeholders. (This session is required to join 
part 2 during Workshop 3 tomorrow.) Cantor Rosalie Boxt 

Leo Baeck Hall 
 

Music of the Psalms: Repertoire for P’sukei d’zimra & Hallel 
There is no poetry that has yielded more musical settings than the 
biblical Book of Psalms. Through the centuries and even to this day 
composers have set King David’s words to music. Learn new repertoire 
specifically for P’sukei D'zimrah (liturgy from the morning service) and 
Hallel. We’ll learn by ear, so feel free to bring a recording device as 
sheet music will not be handed out for everything. Noah Aronson 

Library 

Good For Something? As we learn and sing many melodies and texts 
over the coming days, how might we decide when and where to use 
each setting? We’ll sing and talk our way through some of the functions 
music can play in t’fillah, and ultimately offer a paradigm for how to 
categorise some of this new music. Bring an enquiring mind and a love 
of prayer!  Cantors Zoe Jacobs & Sarah Grabiner 

Meeting Room 

8.45-9.30pm Ma’ariv (evening service) Synagogue 

9.45pm Lailah tov (good night) 

FRIDAY 

9.15-9.30am Coffee and pastries Alyth foyer 

9.30-10am Shacharit (morning service) options Synagogue 
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10.15-11.30
am 

Workshop 2 

Choral Music for Shabbat Part 2 Gorgeous music, beautiful 
arrangements and wonderful harmonies… Enjoy the thrill of singing in a 
larger ensemble and work on some repertoire that we will sing at 
services! At the same time, we’ll discover some practical ways to 
encourage our volunteer choirs to sound professional. Some choral 
experience and/or music reading skill recommended.  Stephen Glass 

Synagogue 

Not Your Grandmother's Nusach: The Power of Liturgical 
Chanting You’ve woken up in a completely foreign place — foreign 
language, unreadable street signs, and you don’t know what day it is. As 
you walk around in search of some clues, you stumble upon a 
synagogue. You open the doors and are greeted by an unmistakable 
melody: “Yitgada-a-a-al v’yitkadash...” You know without a shadow of a 
doubt: it is Friday night! Nusach, or liturgical chant, grounds us in time 
and memory. We will explore the basics of nusach and discover how to 
incorporate it into your t’fillah. Cantor Tamara Wolfson 

Library 

Let my people sing! Congregational melodies for the High Holy 
Days: Our communities use congregational melodies on Shabbat, but 
sometimes the High Holy Days can feel more formal in a way that might 
be an obstacle to participation. Learn a selection of melodies for High 
Holy Day-specific liturgy which could be seamlessly incorporated in 
between beautiful choral pieces, so that we can both sing and listen for 
a participative, awe-filled experience. Cantor Sarah Grabiner 

Meeting Room 

Guitar Skills Session If you want to use the guitar to accompany your 
community, this workshop will help you to transition from beginner to 
intermediate. For those who feel comfortable playing most chords while 
singing along. For up to 8 participants. Gili Goldberg 

Beit Midrash 

11.45am – 
1pm 

Workshop 3 

Choral Music for High Holy Days This repertoire is a crucial part of 
many congregations’ services. We’ll polish some music you may know, 
paying special attention to how the music intensifies the meaning of the 
words. How can we activate the music’s power to maximise the 
experience for the listeners and singers? Some choral experience and/or 
music reading skill is recommended. Stephen Glass 

Synagogue 

Calibrating the Change: Who Moved My Melody, and WHY?!? 
Part 2 What’s going on in your communities? Let’s “workshop” some 
sticky spots, challenging situations, resistance and sabotage so that we 
can create more useful conversation tools, teaching options and 
supports in our communities to help move our vision forward. (One 
could take Part 1 and not attend Part 2, but you may not come to Part 2 
if you have not attended Part 1) Cantor Rosalie Boxt 

Library 

Music Theory for Sh’lichei Tzibur (Service Leaders and 
Songleaders) We will learn the essentials and fundamentals of music 
theory in order to enhance your toolkit as a prayer leader. Join Noah as 

Meeting Room 
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he shares techniques and methods rooted in music theory to weave 
nusach and chant in and out of contemporary melodies. This session will 
break down scales, basic harmony, modulations and key relationships to 
demystify some common music theory sticking points. Learn how even 
your choice of key can impact the service you lead. Noah Aronson 

Yiddish Repertoire for Parties and Gatherings: Rachel will lead you 
through some introductory Yiddish songs suitable for communal events, 
and will equip you to lead these songs yourself. All ages and levels of 
experience welcome.  Student Cantor Rachel Weston 

Beit Midrash 

1.15-2.15pm Lunch Leo Baeck Hall 

2.30-3.45pm  Workshop 4 

The Early Jewish Contribution to Broadway Experience a 
whistle-stop tour of some of the greatest songs ever written for the 
musical theatre by such luminaries as Irving Berlin, George Gershwin, 
Richard Rodgers and many more. Includes live and recorded 
examples. Sit back and enjoy the music, or join in! Stephen Glass 

Synagogue 

Songleading Within Services: Teaching, Engaging, Agitating for 
Prayer that Works! The purpose of music in services is to enhance 
prayer. Adding new musical settings to your t’fillot can add energy and 
provide new ways to experience the liturgy. Yet it is a challenge to teach 
within the service itself. How can we craft meaningful moments, not just 
“songs” in our worship? Through demo and discussion we will explore 
ways to do just that! For those working as sh’lichei tzibbur hoping to 
deepen their knowledge. Cantor Rosalie Boxt 

Leo Baeck Hall 

New Music for Community Choirs Noah is well-known for his 
compositions such as ‘Am I Awake’, ‘Eileh Chamdah Libi,’ and ‘Let There 
Be Love.’ Yet many of his more complex choral pieces have never been 
heard or only been performed once. These pieces eagerly await your 
voice! Learn and sing community choir music written and arranged by 
Noah Aronson. (Requires at least 8 people. If there isn’t a critical 
mass, participants will be able to join other sessions during this block.) 

Meeting room 

4-5pm Preparation for Shabbat 

Save your Voice; Use Your Hands Prepare for Shabbat with some 
musically-themed crafting with Kathryn Michael. Take a breath from 
the singing and help to beautify our shared space over Shabbat. 

Youth hall 

Musical-sharing circles: Join us as we facilitate music sharing without 
our community. Do you have a fabulous song you’d like to teach? Are 
you looking for a specific melody? This is the place for you! Jess Gold 

Library 

5-5.30pm Free time   
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5.30- 
6.15pm 

A Harmonious Reception: Join us over some wine and nibbles (plus 
non-alcoholic options) as we prepare to welcome Shabbat.  
Open to the wider community. 

Synagogue 

6.30pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service Open to the wider community. Synagogue 

8pm Dinner Leo Baeck Hall 

9.30pm Shabbat Shirah  Synagogue 

10.30pm Lailah tov 

SHABBAT 

9.30-10.15 Preparation for Prayer 

Diving Deep Through Liturgical Chant Join Kohenet Rachel Rose 
Reid & Tzova (Kohenet Initiate) Yael Tischler for an exploration of 
how chants drawn from Shabbat liturgy can create an embodied, 
grounded, transformative experience of Jewish prayer. Using chants 
from the north American Kohenet Hebrew Priestess Institute, we will call 
in a deeply held, spiritually rich circle of song. 

Meditation room 

Embodied Prayer Practice. Spend some time tuning in and opening 
up our bodies in preparation for prayer. So often in prayer we sit for 
hours, with the only movement led by, “Please Rise” or “Please Be 
Seated.” There is further spiritual potential within us waiting to be 
explored and expressed. This practice will be more about awareness 
than exercise. It’s open to everyone, regardless of physical ability or 
past experience. Come and join us as we explore the miracle and 
majesty of the human body. Noah Aronson 

Beit Midrash 

Music in Midrash and Talmud (or Chazal-lala?) How did the rabbis 
understand music and song?  Did they see it as sacred or mundane, as 
holy work or frivolity?  What role did it play in their lives and their 
understanding of the world? Join Rabbi Josh Levy as we explore texts 
from chazal (our Sages) on music and singing. 

Library 

10.30am - 
12.30pm 

Shabbat Shacharit: A songful, soulful service for our conference 
community, creating plentiful space for a capella singing. 

Youth Hall 

12.30– 1.45 Kiddush & Lunch Leo Baeck Hall 

2-3.15pm Workshop 5 

Choral Conductors’ Masterclass If you’re an experienced choral 
singer, we’d love to have you in our ensemble! If you’re currently 
conducting or hope to in the future, this is your chance to watch people 
in action, ask questions, contribute to the discussion or even have some 
time in front of the choir. A safe and supportive environment to take 
your work to the next level. Stephen Glass 

Synagogue 
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Festive Ideas for the Festivals Do your chaggim feel stale? Would 
you love some new or old melodies from various parts of the Jewish 
world to enliven your festivals? Could some creative teaching and 
musical options create inviting and meaningful festival atmosphere? 
Melodies, readings, intentions to bring the joy back to our chaggim! 
Cantor Rosalie Boxt 

Youth hall 

How to Teach an Old Dog New Tricks. Or Songs. Have you ever 
wanted to introduce new music to a group – in services, with friends, in 
religion school, but not known how to begin? We’ll learn new repertoire, 
as we workshop techniques that make the melody, the words, and the 
experience as memorable as possible, in only the best ways! We’ll allow 
the art of teaching a song to become a science, ensuring it is both an 
easy and a meaningful experience for all, regardless of age or musical 
background. This session is appropriate for beginners and those who 
have taught before. Cantor Zoe Jacobs 

Meeting Room 

Singing for wellbeing: the healing power of our voices in song. 
In this session we’ll share a taste of the kind of singing done in Singing 
for the Mind (groups for people with dementia, their carers and 
volunteers), Companion Voices (bringing singing to the bedside at the 
end of life) and our own services. We’ll experience how quickly and 
deeply the songs can affect us and create a sense of community and 
connection. Judith Silver  

Library 

3.15-4pm Shabbat Menuchah (Shabbat rest) Catch up with old and new 
friends, take a walk, or rest in any way that works for you. 

 

4-5pm Se’udah Shlishit with Z’mirot 
Jewish tradition invites us to have an extra meal on Shabbat, and we 
won’t have eaten for at least an hour or two by this point, so join us for 
some nosh, and some traditional and creative songs for Shabbat. 

Synagogue 

5.15-6.30pm 
  
  

Workshop 6              

Quick Wins: Choir music for the easily concerned: Love choral 
music but have a small group of singers? Or want to duet with your 
community? Come learn some lovely and accessible music for 2-3 parts! 
Being able to read sheet music is helpful but not essential. Humour and 
great harmonies guaranteed. Mich Sampson 

Synagogue 

“Halelu”: Praying with an Israeli Playlist The flourishing of 
progressive Judaism in Israel incorporates the Hebrew poetry and 
contemporary music of its diverse local communities and identities. Join 
the musicians of Leo Baeck-Ohel Avraham synagogue and learn 
how to bring a bit of progressive Israel’s energy into your services. 

Youth hall 

Composition Master Class Have you ever wished you could find the 
perfect melody for a specific text, but not been able to locate it? Have 
you considered writing it yourself? Composing music to the liturgy offers 
the opportunity to create a more personal relationship with our sacred 
texts. Congregational melodies are varied in style, but the focus is always 

Library 
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on music that enhances communal prayer.  Learn compositional skills to 
begin crafting your own settings to enhance our prayer experience. 
Noah Aronson will share techniques that have helped him along his 
compositional and songwriting journey. 

6.45-7.45pm Dinner Leo Baeck Hall 

8-9.45pm Preparing and Preprayering: An immersive experience for our 
conference community, with opportunities both to join in with and soak 
up both traditional and creative music and text. We prepare to journey 
through the 10 weeks which lie ahead between this evening of Shirei 
Chagigah and the night of S’lichot.  

Synagogue 

10-10.15pm Havdallah In the Garden 

10.15pm Lailah tov 

SUNDAY 

9.15am Coffee 

9.30-10am Shacharit (morning service) led by Rabbis Na’ama Dafni-Kellen and 
Gabby Dagan, and the Halelu musical team (Ohel Avraham, Haifa) 

Synagogue 

10.15-11.30 Workshop 7 

Choral Music in Synagogue: Challenges & Opportunities  
If you conduct a choir or you’re responsible for the music in your 
congregation, this session is for you. Topics may include but won’t be 
limited to the recruitment and retention of choristers, choosing repertoire, 
efficient rehearsal technique and political issues. Come ask questions, 
share experiences, and take away strategies for moving forward. This 
session is particularly intended for those who participated in the online 
workshops, but all are welcome. Stephen Glass 

Synagogue 

We all want to be Included: Accessibility and Disabilities 
Inclusion in our Communities How do our words, melodies, set up 
and prayer messages invite (or exclude) all of the rich diversity in our 
communities? We will explore ways to include individuals, all of us, with 
diverse needs. Do we unintentionally make people feel uncomfortable, 
and how can we use our t’fillot so that communal prayer is safe and can 
be for them? We continue to learn, and are inspired by the depth of 
sensitivity we can have in our worship, to enhance prayer for ALL people. 
Cantor Rosalie Boxt & Mich Sampson 

Meeting Room 

“Journeys of Change: A Musician, a Cantor, and a Rabbi Walk 
into a Shul…” Join Noah Aronson, Cantor Zoe Jacobs, and Rabbi 
Josh Levy as they share their on-the-ground experience of creating, 
leading, and guiding congregations through change in music and tefillah. 
They’ll share the challenges, complications, joys, and benefits of the 
different ways in which they have been part of the change process, 
sharing anecdotes, themes, and tensions in as honest a way as possible.   

Youth Hall 
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When to Rock and When to Not! (Guitar Skills session 2) How do 
you know the best way to accompany a moment of prayer? When does a 
song merit bold strumming versus delicate picking? In this session you’ll 
develop an understanding of how to accompany different melodies, using 
different guitar styles, including Mizrachi, pop, and more traditional 
methods. Having spent more than 5 years playing in his synagogue 
services, as well as at RSY-Netzer events, Gili is keen to engage with the 
concept of when to rock and when to not! This workshop is suitable for 
those who can play most chords while singing along. For up to 8 
participants. Gili Goldberg 

Meditation 
Room 

 ‘The Time of Singing is Come’: Sharing New Melodies in 
Services. Judith will share a selection of songs from her new songbook, 
inspired by life, love, learning and liturgy. Many of these can be sung in 
services and we’ll use them to explore together some different ways to 
introduce new melodies without interrupting the flow – an eminently 
transferable skill! Judith Silver 

Beit Midrash 

 

11.45-12.45 Moving from the Mountain Top Transitions are always a challenge, 
and leaving this musical community and returning to ‘normal’ life is 
never easy. We’ll come together and process our experiences from the 
conference, reflecting on what we’re taking away with us, and what 
we’d still like to learn in the future. 

Synagogue 

12.45-1.15 Evaluations and free time Synagogue 

1.15-2.15pm Lunch Leo Baeck Hall 

2.30-4pm Gather Round: The Joy of Singing One last opportunity to sing, with 
no agenda but to experience the wonder when our voices come 
together! We’ll rejoice in melodies we’ve learned during the conference, 
add one or two more gems, and ensure we leave with the perfect 
ear-worms to carry us through the next two years! Don’t miss this final 
chance to sing together in close harmony.  
Open to the wider community.  

Synagogue 

4pm L’hitra’ot: Until next time! 
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