
 

 

Chagigah Programme 
Draft – subject to change  

Friday 

16:00 Registration Opens Reception 

16.00 Getting to Know You: Enjoy a drink in the bar and make new friends. Bar 

16.00 Begin your weekend of creativity by crafting with Kathryn Michael Bar 

16.30-
18:00 

Shira Lishma: Singing for the love of it! Ease off the motorway or train tracks and 
into the spirit of Chagigah with singing both well-known and new Jewish music. 
Bring your determination to stay on the melody, or your love of harmony, and join 
us as we start to relax into the spirit and energy of Shabbat and time with our 
wider Reform community. You are welcome to join us whenever you arrive on site 
and stay for as long as you wish. With Cantor Zöe Jacobs 

Alfreton 

17:00 – 
18:00 

Orientation Tours: Will leave from the bar between 17.00 and 18.00 to show you 
around the venue 

Bar 

18:30 – 
19:40 

Kabbalat Shabbat: Beginning with a newly created reflective Kabblat Shabbat, this 
joyful service will help us to come together as community for the weekend.   
With Rabbis Shulamit Ambalu & Josh Levy  

Chatterley 

20:00 – 
22:00 

Dinner Lawrence  

22:15 – 
late 

Oneg: Celebrating Shabbat with song With Rabbi Josh Levy & Cantor Zöe Jacobs Chatterley  

Late Night Study with Rabbi Jackie Tabick: Snakes! Pagan gods? Sex competitors? 
Slanderers? Or Messengers of God?  The rabbis' imaginations ran riot in their 
stories. Come share the sinuous tales (tails?) and laugh and shudder! 

Long Hall 2 

Late night Discussion: Has the ‘Blue Planet’ effect woken us all up to what our 
faiths have been trying to tell us? Do Judaism and Christianity care about the 
environment and can we make any difference? Join Rev Anna Alls and Rabbi 
Debbie Young-Somers who are attempting to go plastic free in 2018 together (and 
decided to before seeing Blue Planet!) 

Long Hall 1 

Saturday 

07:30 – 
09:30 

Breakfast, including Hebrew conversation with Anna Kislanski from IMPJ Restaurant 

08:15 – 
09:00 
 

Early morning study with Rabbi Bobby Silverman: Faith healing, self-help, medical 
care, prayer -can you find inspirational hints for wellbeing in Torah? 

Hazelwood 

Shabbat Morning Chanting Meditation: Enter the joy, celebration and stillness of 
Shabbat with chanting, silent meditation, joy and gratitude. With Rabbis Lisa 
Barrett & Danny Newman 

Outside or 
Ambergate 

Covenant Conversations: The Reform Judaism Covenant represents our mutual 
commitment as communities, clergy and the central representational body. We 
are committed to creating and sustaining positive, trusting partnerships which 
echo the partnership of the Jewish People with God. Come along and be part of 
the conversation as this exciting development enters its year of consultation. With 
Rabbi Fabian Sborovsky & Keith Price 

Scargill 

Beit Din Surgery:  Do you have any questions about the work of the Beit Din? 
Maybe about conversion? Or divorce? Or surrogacy? If so, pick a 15 minute time 
slot from outside the door and grab a chance to talk privately to the Convenor, 
Rabbi Jackie Tabick  

Burrows 

http://www.reformjudaism.org.uk/rabbi-dr-jackie-tabick/
http://www.reformjudaism.org.uk/rabbi-dr-jackie-tabick/
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09.15-
10.30 
       
 

Session 1 

Communities that Care Initiative: Introduction to the many sides of Mental 
Health In this introductory session, we will hear personal testimonies from our 
own members – the impact on their lives and how communities can best support 
them with Jo Michaels and Lynette Sunderland 

Macgregor 

Discovering New Paths in Congregational Education: Throwing Cheder out the 
window  A panel of our communities will share how they have responded to 
demographic challenges, to the impact of Jewish Day School’s and to the realities 
of 21st century learning. We will hear what worked, and what didn’t, from moving 
cheder to Saturdays, once a month classes, working cross denominationally and 
offering child led learning outside of year groups. Come and share your challenges, 
your successes, and learn about how others do things too With Karen Bloom, 
Gwynneth Lewis, Dr  Jo-Ann Myers, Rabbi Maurice Michaels 

Holroyd  

Re-Thinking Synagogue Engagement & Finance Initiative: Changing How We 
Think – Charitable Giving as a Pathway to Engagement If providing financial 
support (Tzdakah and Terumah) are at the core of Judaism, how have we created a 
culture in our communities whereby giving to sustain our synagogues is not 
thought of as such? Are membership fees a fee for service or a charitable 
donation? How do we honour those who give and provide opportunities for them 
to have even greater impact?  Celebrate the centenary of the Membership Fee 
model (yes, only 100 years!) by exploring and rethinking engagement and financial 
models in our communities for the 21st Century. Learn the secrets (which aren’t so 
secret) of how congregations can enhance its community’s lives through creating a 
culture of giving. With Rabbi Lou Feldstein & Charlotte Fischer 

Alfreton 

Beit Midrash Biblical Beginnings: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself’ – what does it 
mean? The meaning of Torah is never as simple as it seems at first. As soon as the 
text is read, it opens up in multiple interpretations. This session will explore this 
verse from the perspective of the medieval commentators who surround the page 
of Torah in traditional editions. Rashi and his friends do a great job of showing us 
where interpretation is invited and having a go at it themselves. Delve into these 
revelatory textual complications and see what emerges… With Rabbi Shulamit 
Ambalu. 

Barber 

Va’ani T’filati L’cha: Let Me Be My Prayer -  Join Zöe as she shares and teaches 
melodies that help to widen our understanding of prayer. These could be used in 
place of prayers during services, whether they come from our wide range of Jewish 
composers and use small sections of liturgy or whether they are contemporary 
secular songs whose message can act as a modern midrash on our prayer. Bring an 
open mind as we share some creative readings of our tradition! With Cantor Zöe 
Jacobs 

Scargill 

Do you believe in God? Is God a barrier to engaging in a Reform Jewish life? 
What do we mean by “God” anyway? We will be looking at different approaches 
to the idea of God and asking if it is possible to pray without believing in a personal 
God.  With Rabbis Laura Janner-Klausner & Naomi Goldman 
 

Hazelwood 

10.45 – 
11.35 

Shabbat Shacharit – Part 1 
Wake up to life with this embodied Shacharit.  Using repetitive chants, speech, 
movement and silence, we will be connecting to mind, body and spirit; creatively 
using the traditional structure and flow of the morning service to help deepen our 
Jewish prayer practice. With Rabbis Naomi Goldman and Daniel Lichman 

 

Chatterley 

http://www.reformjudaism.org.uk/cantor-zoe-jacobs/
http://www.reformjudaism.org.uk/cantor-zoe-jacobs/
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10.45 – 
11.35 

Shabbat Shacharit – Part 1 
P’tach Libi B’Toratecha (Open my heart to Your Torah): Discovering our Song 
Within the Wells of our Tradition 
Inspired by this week’s Torah portion, we will draw from our tradition; both 
ancient and modern. You can expect creative liturgy*, lots of singing, an 
opportunity for self-reflection and encounters with teachings past and present. 
We’d invite you to bring an open mind and the willingness to go on a journey into 
Miriam’s well with us.  With Rabbi Robyn Ashworth-Steen and Cantor Zoe Jacobs 

Chatterley 

10.45- 
11.35 

Shabbat Shacharit – Part 1 
‘A Roadmap for Satnaver Chasidim’- We live in the Satnav age. You can easily 
drive from A to B quite unaware of the route you have taken. We are the Satnaver 
Chasidim. We can ‘journey’ through a service, expertly guided by our siddur and 
service leaders, yet unaware of the route. Join us on a creative liturgical and 
musical journey, paying attention to the regular route, which will be enriched by a 
selection of music, both liturgical and secular, used in new and surprising ways, as 
well as readings in our siddur and texts from other sources. 
Our hope is to help develop a ‘roadmap’ with you, which will support you in your 
individual prayer experience but also to provide simple ideas to take home to try in 
services in your own community. With Rabbis Paul Freedman and Kath Vardi 

Afreton 

10.45- 
11.35 

Shabbat Shacharit – Part 1 
Wake up to life with this embodied Shacharit.  Using repetitive chants, speech, 
movement and silence, we will be connecting to mind, body and spirit; creatively 
using the traditional structure and flow of the morning service to help deepen our 
Jewish prayer practice.  With Rabbis Naomi Goldman and Daniel Lichman 

Ambergate 

11.45- 
12.45 

Shabbat Shacharit – Part 2 
We all come together for a Torah service to acknowledge the challenges our 
communities face and celebrate our successes as a movement/as Reform 
Judaism.  With Rabbis Robyn Ashworth-Steen and Miriam Berger 

Lawrence  

12.45 – 
13.45  

Lunch  
 

Restaurant 

13:45 – 
14:30 

Free time  

Crafting with Kathryn Michaels  
continuing for the rest of the afternoon – feel free to come and go as you please. 

Bar area 

Beit Din Surgery Do you have any questions about the work of the Beit Din? Maybe 
about conversion? Or divorce? Or surrogacy? If so, pick a 15 minute time slot from 
outside the door and grab a chance to talk privately to the Convenor, Rabbi Jackie 
Tabick    

Burrows 

Finance Surgery with Lou Feldstein pre-book your time as a team to discuss your next 
steps with Lou. 

Ambergate 

Communications Surgery with Martin Dix Bar 

Meet the Israel Movement for Progressive Jewry with Anna Kislanski  
This has been made possible thanks to the funding from KKL, WZO and Arzenu. 

Bar 

Covenant Conversations The Reform Judaism Covenant represents our mutual 
commitment as communities, clergy and the central representational body. We 
are committed to creating and sustaining positive, trusting partnerships which 
echo the partnership of the Jewish People with God. Come along and be part of 
the conversation as this exciting development enters its year of consultation. With 
Rabbi Fabian Sborovsky & Keith Price 

Scargill 

http://www.reformjudaism.org.uk/rabbi-dr-jackie-tabick/
http://www.reformjudaism.org.uk/rabbi-dr-jackie-tabick/
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14:30 – 
15:45 

Session 2  

Communities that Care Initiative: Understanding and communicating with people 
living with dementia 
An opportunity to understand how dementia affects each person living with it. 
How making sense of the world that person with dementia lives in will help us to 
communicate better with them.  The session will help you with the right responses 
and how best to interact. This session will be helpful for you as a family carer, a 
member of a synagogue to welcome people living with dementia into your shul, 
and as a professional for your congregation. With Gill Yentis 

Macgregor 

Discovering New Paths in Congregational Education: Planning ahead Looking at 
community demographics and JPR research, what does it seem the next 10-15 
years have in store for us? How can we plan for these realities and what they will 
mean in our educational settings? With Keith Kahn Harris 

Holroyd 

Re-Thinking Synagogue Engagement & Finance Initiative: The Power of Creating a 
Compelling Case for Giving Judaism has an incredible tradition of telling stories, of 
oral history that has spanned 5000 years. How can we use our heritage and this 
skill to excite our members to be our financial partners ? In this session we will 
identify the key elements in crafting and sharing a Case for Giving, what type of 
relationships we need to build in create these partnerships, and how each of us 
can be an effective and powerful storyteller. With Rabbi Lou Feldstein & Rabbi 
Mark Goldsmith 

Ambergate 

Beit Midrash ‘Loving your neighbour’; love the rabbis: The rabbis, the founders of 
our Judaism, developed the genius interpretative methodology and the beautiful 
poetic literature known to us as Midrash, preserved in midrashic collections and 
the Talmud. This session will take our verse into the rabbinic context: how is it 
interpreted?; what other moments in Tanakh do the rabbis connect it to?; what 
can they teach us? Join for this comparative Midrashic study with Rabbi Daniel 
Lichman. 

Barber 

And The Seasons They Go Round and Round: Energising Your Congregational 
Hallel with New and Seasonal Music Did you know that certain melodies in Hallel 
should reflect the Jewish calendar? These melodies change throughout the year to 
help us feel centred within our festivals. Come and learn these seasonal tunes, 
along with other new music to help enliven your congregation’s Hallel! No prior 
experience necessary.  With Cantor Zöe Jacobs 

Scargill 

Intro Taster session on Community Organising To grow effectively an engaging 
cohort of leaders, a community needs to build on a process and set of tools that 
are about renewing and rejuvenating our communities –increasing participation in 
communities (not just seeing people at Rosh Hashanah), increasing leadership in 
synagogues (not having the same people do everything) and increasing our 
communities’ abilities to respond to what people actually want (not what someone 
thinks a group wants, or should want). This taster session on Community 
Organising is for those who are considering introducing Re-Imagining Leadership 
Initiative in their community and have not been on the training before. With 
Charlotte Fischer, Citizens UK 

Alfreton 

16:00 – 
17:15 

Seuda Shlishit; Time for relaxation as we fulfil the Sabbath obligation of eating 
even more food. Eat, relax whilst enjoying a traditional mix of stories and song 

Chatterley 

PLAY: Don’t Leave Me Now written by playwright Brian Daniels and inspired by 
two real stories, explores with insight and humour the impact of early onset 
dementia on family life. Where does love end and duty begin? Or does it? 
This play is kindly sponsored by Rabbi Laura Janner-Klausner in memory of her 

Lawrence 
 

http://www.reformjudaism.org.uk/cantor-zoe-jacobs/
http://www.reformjudaism.org.uk/cantor-zoe-jacobs/
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father, Lord Janner QC, who suffered from dementia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

17:30 – 
18:45 

Session 3  

Communities that Care Initiative: Promoting good mental health in our 
communities for young people. Do we exacerbate mental health problems or can 
communities have a positive impact? Peer Pressure. Anxiety. Exams. Friendships. 
Puberty. All these and more have a huge effect on young people and young adults 
in our community. What are our responsibilities as a community to help them 
through this period of time? What should we be aware of and what are the do’s 
and don’ts with regard to young people and mental wellbeing. With Sharon 
Daniels and Zoe Leigh 

Macgregor 

Discovering New Paths in Congregational Education:– joint session with 
Communities that Care Initiative (see above) 

Macgregor 

Re-Thinking Synagogue Engagement & Finance Initiative:  The Battle of the 
Membership Models – It is Just Beginning Recent research shows that Jews in the 
21st Century are raising some serious challenges to the model we are so familiar 
with- the membership fee model. In this session we will learn about alternative fee 
models and examine their pros and cons, as well was what is being experienced by 
those who are experimenting in this new battleground. Be inspired by case studies 
of communities who are exploring different ways of raising funds through fees, 
invested in engaging with their members and building strong relationships with 
them. With Lou Feldstein & Amit Handelsman 

Ambergate 

Beit Midrash Chasidut, Kabbalah: the spiritual practice of loving: Chasidic 
teachings preserve kabbalistic/mystical interpretations of Torah from eighteenth 
and nineteenth century eastern Europe. They ask us to feel the text alive within 
our emotional and embodied experience. What does it mean to love the 
other?  Come and explore the inner dimension of loving your neighbour. With Yael 
Roberts 

Barber 

Anti-Semitism & Us – A discussion with Marie van der Zyl, President of the Board 
of  Deputies of British Jews and Rabbi Laura Janner-Klausner 

Alfreton  

Is it or isn’t it? Reform Judaism cites egalitarianism as a central value, are we living 
up to this? Equal expectations? Where are we succeeding and where are we falling 
short? With Rabbi Dr Deborah Kahn-Harris, Rabbi Debbie Young-Somers & Emily 
Carp 

Scargill 

19:00 Group Photo; Meet on the grass by the bar Outside 

19:15 – 
23:00 

 

 
 

BBQ and Chagfest ending with Havdallah marking the end of Shabbat.  This 
weekend is the Jo Cox Foundation Great Get Together, let’s Join the fun in our very 
own festival with live music by Shir!, Jewish Comedy, Bouncy Castle, Bouncy Fun 
Run, Inflatable Knock Out & Circus skills with performance! 
Study bites include: 

Outside 
(hopefully) 
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 Jews, Gentiles and other Animals with Rabbi Dr Michael Hilton 

 Oven of Akhnai – A Tale of Miracles and Exclusion with Rabbi Robyn 
Ashworth-Steen 

 Praying with my feet: how Rabbis Hillel and Heschel encourage us to be 
active, healthy and run marathons. With Rabbi Celia Surget 

 Kriyah Kedosha: Enjoy the tranquillity of a contemplative psalm reading 
With Rabbis Lisa Barrett & Danny Newman 

Sunday 

07:30 –  
09:00 

Breakfast and Check Out (by 10am) Restaurant 

08:30 –  
09:15 

Come and experience a Shacharit experience designed to stimulate your babies’ 
senses in the first years of their life. Join Rabbi Hannah in this service where you 
and your baby can touch, see, smell, hear and taste your way through the service 
to create precious memories and experiences that will last a lifetime. Using 
sensory activities which help enhance a babies personal, social and emotional 
development, combined with the Shacharit liturgy, our sensory services creates an 
environment where both parents and babies can pray and connect with Judaism.  
Rabbi Hannah Kingston will be modelling the service and provide an explanation 
and support for anyone who wishes to run it in their community. You don’t need 
a baby to join! 

Highclose 

Shacharit  Ambergate 

08.30 –  
14.00 

It’s Sunday morning and time to shop! Craft Stall with Kathryn Michaels Bar 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

09:30 – 
10:45 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Session 4 

Communities that Care Initiative: The community as a way to achieve the Five 
Ways to Wellbeing You’ve heard of eating your 5-a-day for physical 
wellness.  Now, the government has published ‘5 Ways to Wellbeing’ for mental 
wellness: Connect, Be Active, Keep Learning, Give to Other, Be Mindful. All of 
these are available through our communities.  How can we make these 
opportunities available and positive experiences for all our members, so we can 
become communities of wellbeing? With Rabbi Miriam Berger and Sharon 
Daniels 

Macgregor  

Discovering New Paths in Congregational Education: ‘Taking it home-Choosing to 
learn as adults’. We may aspire to be a community of learners, but fail to see 
people showing up. How can we use change management theory and community 
organising tips to create a positive shift’. With Rabbi Debbie Young-Somers 

Holyroyd 

Re-Thinking Synagogue Engagement & Finance Initiative: Budgets are Not Boring 
– They are a Powerful Engagement Vehicle and Can Tell an Amazing Story The 
primary way we can express what is truly important in our congregations is 
through our budgeting systems. Budgets can affirmatively reflect our values and 
our mission rather than just be an expression of revenues and expenses. This 
practical session encourages communities to engage visionaries as well as 
accountants in the budgeting process in order to engage your larger community, 
build deeper relationships, express your values, and yes, to of course balance the 
books.  Learn tools and strategies to put theory into practice and discover how 
your budgeting process can increase engagement, transparency and a shared 
sense of accountability. With Rabbi Lou Feldstein & Sarita Robinson  

Ambergate 
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Beit Midrash Loving your actual neighbour: contemporary applications: How do 
we take all of these teachings into our contemporary world? How can we act in 
the world with love? What practical steps can we take? How can we support one 
another along the way? This closing session will bring in contemporary philosophy 
and rabbinic thinking as we seek to apply this learning in our lives. With Rabbi 
Robyn Ashworth-Steen 

Barber 

Gilad Kariv & Anna Kislanski in conversation with Rabbi Laura Janner-Klausner 
This session has been made possible thanks to the funding from KKL, WZO and 
Arzenu. 

Alfreton 

What does a Jew look like? Increasingly, media articles on Jews tend to be 
illustrated with stock photos of Haredi Jews. What does this mean for us as 
Reform Jews? Are we less visible than orthodox Jews? What. in any case, does a 
Jew look like? In this session I will explain how I tried and (nearly) succeeded in 
tracking down the Haredim in one of the most notorious and well-used stock 
photos used in the UK media. In the process, I will share my reflections on what it 
means to 'look' Jewish. With Dr Keith Kahn-Harris 

Scargill 

11:00 – 
13:00 

As we draw to a close our communities will join together to use our collective 
power to make a difference with an impact that continues beyond Chagigah. 

Lawrence  

13:00 –
14:00 

Lunch Restaurant 

 Safe journey home!  

 

Please note: Family swimming times are Saturday between 

15.00-17.00 and on Sunday between, 09.00-11.00. 

 


