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Friday 
 

  

16:00 - 18:00 
 
Registration and relaxation Meet the team in the coffee lounge 
 
18:30 - 19:30  
 
Kabbalat Shabbat, led by Rabbi Laura Janner-Klausner and Student Rabbi Deborah Blausten 
  
19:50 - 21:15    
 
Dinner 
 

 

21:30 - 22:30  
  
Stories for Erev Shabbat and Chanukah Nights 
Ann Angel 
Let us revive the art of Jewish storytelling together. Come and 
listen to a few stories and learn to share family and folk tales. 
You should return home with the tools to source your own 
stories and the confidence to tell them.  
What better way to spend a Shabbat evening amongst friends? 

L’Chaim 
Rabbi Laura Janner-Klausner 
Reform Judaism’s adult learning 
programme, Rabbi Laura will lead us 
through our Social Justice Module. 
(No prior experience necessary)  
 
Oneg 
Cantor Zöe Jacobs, David Hoffman & 
Mark Greenfield 
Celebrating Shabbat together in 
song. 

 

22:30  

 
Late night learning 
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Saturday 
 

  

08:00 - 09:30  
 
Breakfast  

 
 
 

08.30 – 09:15   
Early morning study sessions 
 
Why did a group of German Reform Jews join a Unitarian Chapel 
rather than a synagogue in the 1850’s? with Susan Fox 

 

 
 
Text study – Jews and Power with 
Rabbi Laura Janner-Klausner 

 
09.30 - 11:55 
 
Nusach with Rabbi Barbara Borts 
One difference between reform services and traditional services 
is that of flow. A traditional service moves by the connective 
tissue of nusach, the modes of chanting the prayers, and has a 
different kind of rhythm, allowing a great deal of autonomy. Can 
we do this in a reform setting using our own siddur? Come and 
daven in Hebrew and English, and learn some of our prayer 
chants - and perhaps some new melodies as well.  
 

 
Join the students of the Northern 
Learning House along with Cantor 
Zöe Jacobs for a Shabbat Moring 
service to remember.  

 

Join together for Kiddush & Sermon with Rabbi Debbie Young-Somers 

  
12:10 – 13:20   
 
Lunch 

 

 

13:20 – 14:50   
 
Here is your opportunity to ask questions, get specific help with problems or just introduce 
yourself. 
For HR or questions on the new Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) meet Gilly Shulman  
For anything to do with young people’s mental health and how we can support your 
community meet Mark Greenfield  
For questions relating to the Beit Din meet with Rabbi Debbie Young-Somers  
For anything to do with social media and how your community can improve its online 
presence meet with Larry Lewis  
 
Spent too long sat down? Time to stretch your legs? Join us on a lovely walk around the 
grounds. Options of 0.5, 1 and 2 miles. 
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14.50 -  15:50 

Session 1 
 
The Soundtrack to our Jewish Life: Singing through the Jewish 
Year 
Cantor Zöe Jacobs 
If our lives were a film, what soundtrack would we use to help 
convey the appropriate emotion at the right time? How would 
we know when it was Chanukah? Or Pesach? Or Tisha B'Av? 
Learn how we use music to introduce festivals and affect the 
soundtrack (and therefore the feeling) of both a Shabbat and a 
festival service. Sew together the melodies that can be used at 
different times of the year to inspire a connection to our 
calendar. Join Zöe to learn new melodies for well-known texts, 
along with some old favourites!  Bring a recording device (or 
smartphone) so you can replay what you have learned at the 
appropriate time of year. 
 

 
From Biblical to Modern; 
discovering the beauty and magic 
of Hebrew 
Dr. Jo-Ann Myers, Leo Baeck College 
Join me for a lively and hands-on 
workshop where we will uncover 
the special relationship between 
Biblical and Modern Hebrew. Using 
a framework I developed, I will take 
you through a process where the 
beauty and magic of the Hebrew 
language will be revealed.   
This workshop is open to those 
involved in Hebrew teaching and 
learning as well as anyone who, like 
me, just loves Hebrew!!  
Knowledge of Hebrew is 
unnecessary. 

 
Israel at 69 – Key Considerations and Challenges 
Professor Raphael Cohen-Almagor 
Israel was established as a Jewish democracy. It is a young democracy, still in process of development. 
In this lecture I wish to consider some of the major issues Israel is facing today: Relations with 
neighbours; integration of the Israeli-Palestinians; security; State and Religion, and economy under 
stress. Considerations of security and peace greatly affect the economy. I analyse the relationship 
between state and religion, arguing for separation between the two. I argue for accommodating the 
interests of the Israeli-Palestinians, striving to safeguard equal rights and liberties for all citizens 
notwithstanding nationality, religion, race or colour, and insisting that citizens have also duties to fulfil. 
I argue for decreasing the occupation. The key factor for Israel’s success is its relationships with 

neighbours. 

 
16:00 - 16:40 
 
Seudah Shlishit It’s been almost 3 hours since lunch so time to eat again! On Shabbat it is custom to 
eat 3 meals so take a deep breath and dig in 
 

16:50 - 17:50 

Session 2 
 
 
Eat. Pray. Talk. Sing: Shabbat at Home 
Rabbi Dr. Barbara Borts 
During this session, we will look at how to create a joyous, 
peaceful, spiritual shabbos at home, through songs, rituals, study, 
and, of course, food.   

 
 

Driving out darkness and finding 
the light: ‘Praying with our feet’ 
Rabbi Robyn Ashworth-Steen 
As we approach the festival of 
Chanukah we will explore how we 
can drive out the darkness and 
find the light by ‘praying with our 
feet’ (which is the much-quoted 
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Progressive Judaism: A Global Case Study in Social 
Entrepreneurship 
Andrew Keene, WUPJ 
In the span of an hour, we’ll take a look at what progressive 
Jewish communities are doing around the world to innovate in 
areas of ritual, social justice, and youth engagement, by looking 
at the global movement through the lens of social 
entrepreneurship. We’ll identify broad global themes that unify 
our movement which spans over fifty countries, as well as dig 
into the details of how communities in the UK can learn from 
communities across the world.  

phrase by Rabbi Abraham Joshua 
Heschel who was describing his 
march with Martin Luther 
King).  We’ll consider how we 
treat the stranger in the context 
of the refugee crisis and explore 
our Jewish textual heritage to see 
whether we have a sacred duty to 

act on this issue.  
 

  

 
Join us for an evening of fun, celebration, learning and discussion. Tonight we celebrate 100 years of 

the Balfour Declaration with an evening all about Israel! 
 

18.00  Havdallah with RSY-Netzer  

18.20 – 19.20 Balfour at 100: Us and Israel, vision and reality with Student Rabbi Deborah Blausten 
& Andrew Keene (WUPJ), two of the new generation of leaders in the international 
Reform Zionist Movement 
An interactive intergenerational conversation about our relationship with Israel today. 
Balfour 100 presents an opportunity to reflect upon the connection between diaspora 
communities and the Jewish State, and to renew our vision for the character of both 
relationship and land. 

 

 
19.30-20.45 

 
Dinner 
 

 

21.00-22.15 Murder Mystery 
Think drama in Israel only started in 1917? Think again, as we head back to Abraham's 
Israel for an evening with Jewish history's first (and least functional) family - our very 
own patriarchs and matriarchs. Join them for the most ill-advised family reunion ever, 
where one of them won't even make it through the night... Suitable for kids and adults 
of all ages! 
 

 

21.00-22.00 Israel through the lens of its music. With Dr Jo-Ann Myers 
2013 saw the death of Israeli singer, songwriter, actor, and screenwriter, Arik Einstein.  
A pioneer of Israeli rock music and named "the voice of Israel".  Join me on a journey 
down memory lane as we delve into some of Einstein’s wonderful songs – some very 
familiar and some less so. We will see and hear him sing and we will explore some of 
his lyrics in Hebrew with their translations. (Knowledge of Hebrew unnecessary) 

 

 
22.15 

 
Let’s get this party started! With music from the Sinai band, Mark Greenfield & David 
Hoffman 

 

  
Continue the Conversation with Student Rabbi Deborah Blausten & Andrew Keene 
(WUPJ) 
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Sunday 
 

  

08:00 - 09:30 
 
Breakfast 
 

 
 

08:45 – 09.15 
Shacharit led by RSY-Netzer Torah study with Student 

Rabbi Iris Ferreria 
 
09:30 - 10:30 

Session 3 
 
  
Embracing and Celebrating life in a Multifaith and 
Multicultural World 
Rabbi Warren Elf 
How can we make our Jewish experience more meaningful and 
present in the world we live in?  Can we share our Jewishness 
and what that means for us with those around us?  How do we 
embrace the plurality of life and faith and culture around us in 
a meaningful way that embodies our Jewish identity as 
well?  How can we engage in this as individuals and as 
communities?  Is there a specifically Reform Jewish message in 
this? 
How does our multifaith and multicultural world impact on our 
personal lives?  What questions do we need to address within 
our families and communities relating to Jewish and non-Jewish 
identities?  How do we and should we embrace and celebrate 
the personal, family and life cycle events in our lives?  What are 
authentic ways of doing this to deepen our Jewish experience 
and make it more meaningful?   

Our Synagogues, Our Movement 
Howard Saffer, Sarita Robinson & 
the Northern Network 
An opportunity anyone with an 
interest in  our communities to 
come together, discuss, debate and 
plan how we can all work more 
strategically together.   
 
Crafting through the Jewish year  
Rabbi Debbie Young-Somers 
Come and explore some of the ways 
we can make our engagement with 
Jewish ritual and values more 
meaningful and hands-on. Whether 
at home or in the classroom, we will 
journey through the Jewish Year 
and explore some less well travelled 
ways of honouring Jewish time, 
from reflecting scrapbooking for Elul 
to making candles for all sorts of 
occasions. 
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10:45 - 11:45 

Session 4 
 
  
Radical Ritual: Elevating 
Life’s Smaller Moments 
Cantor Zöe Jacobs & 
Rabbi Debbie Young-Somers 
Join Zöe and Debbie as they explore ways to create new and 
inspirational Jewish rituals to mark some of the moments in life 
that are small, but still meaningful – from finishing medical 
treatment, to starting a new journey, to simply going to sleep at 
night. They will share examples they have created in their own 
communities and work with you to think up new possibilities 
you might never before have imagined. 

 
“But the first fruits aren’t ready yet” tales from a Jewish 
farmer in Britain 
Sara Moon 
How do we ground our Jewish festivals in our own Diasporic 
cycles of nature when our agricultural seasons don’t always 
match up with the Biblical ones?  A meditation on the wheel of 
the year, the cycle of our seasons and our Jewish festivals with 
an agricultural focus. 

 

The importance of childhood in 
Jewish Festivals. 
Sherry Ashworth 
Making Torah child friendly. In this 
session we will both reminisce and 
create stories suitable for our 3-11 
year olds  
Community Organising and us: 
What’s it all about? 
With Tom Chigbo, Citizens UK & 
Sarita Robinson 
Reform Judaism is now a year into 
its Re-imagining leadership 
Initiative. If you’re not sure what it 
is about and why you should be 
involved this session is for you.  
Every organisation has a culture but 
have we become prisoners of our 
own? Communities have all 
invested time and money in events 
and programming yet still haven’t 
managed to engage as many 
members as they hoped to. Why is 
it the case? What could be 
changed? Join us to explore how we 
can create cultures of participation 
and meaning through building 
relationships with our members. 
 

  
12:00 - 12:50 
 
Sikkum  
Sarita Robinson & Tom Chigbo, Citizens UK  
  

13:00 - 14:00 
 
Lunch 
 

 14:00 

Until next time! Have a safe journey home 


